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B. Restatement of Professional Enhancement Opportunity 

The Association of Teacher Educators (ATE) 94th Annual Meeting, “Advancing Teacher Education that 

Matters in Teaching, Learning, and Schooling,” was held in St. Louis, Missouri, February 14 – 18, 2014.  My 

presentation was entitled “Maximizing What Matters in a Minimum Amount of Time: How to Energize a 

Curriculum Course for Alternative Licensure Teacher Candidates”.  Additionally, as I have recently done, I 

presented with Dr. David McCarthy on various topics concerning the use of technology in teacher education 

programs. These “technology” topics were presented throughout the conference and included:  

1) “Explore an Exemplary 21st Model for Technology Education within a College of Education” 

2) “Explore Great Web 2.0 Technology Tools to Enhance your 21st Century Classroom” 

3)  “Explore the Latest and Greatest Technology Tools to Enrich your 21st Century Classroom” 

 

C. Brief Review 

  My increased responsibilities as a member of both the Planning and Credential Committees within 

ATE’s professional organization have allowed me to interact with professionals from across the United States 

and Canada. Each of my presentations and committee assignments has served to help keep me well-informed 

about Teacher Education and current initiatives, both on the national and international stage. 

 

D. Summary of Experiences 

 The topics discussed at this 94th Annual Meeting allow me to effect change in ATU’s current College of 

Education curriculum as our department transitions to a new certification, kindergarten through sixth grade. I 

assisted with implementation of the “21st Century Room” – a demonstration room focused on how technology 

will evolve in this century and the subsequent effects upon the classrooms, teachers and students. As a faculty 

member, I strive to return from meetings and conferences with tools to keep ATU’s Education curriculum 

abreast of current initiatives, implementable technology enhancements, and to maintain parity between our On-

Line and Face-to-Face Classrooms.   
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Besides attending sessions, I enjoyed the interaction with other colleagues in my own sessions. I 

attended many informative sessions where current research was presented, past goals reviewed and future 

developments in education explored. Discussion centered on teaching techniques, policy and procedures, state 

and national initiatives and the use of technology in teacher education programs. One ongoing challenge we 

face as teacher educators is staying current within our field, keeping abreast of new technology and 

incorporating it into the college curriculum – seeking to elicit the best from our students while keeping them 

motivated, without stifling creativity, requires constant vigilance, new ideas and innovative approaches.  

 

E. Conclusion 

 The theme of the conference, “Advancing Teacher Education That Matters in Teaching, Learning, and 

Schooling,” proved to be representative of the sessions, associations and experiences provided that supported 

the conference. One of the highlights of the conference was attending the General Session and hearing Dr. 

Marilyn Cochran-Smith’s keynote address.  As always, when attending conferences, I attend with the dual 

purpose of, first, seeking new information to enhance ATU’s Teacher Educator Program and, second, striving to 

increase my level of professional involvement within ATE’s executive membership. 
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