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B. Restatement of Professional Enhancement Opportunity 

The Association of Childhood Education International (ACEI) 2014 Global Summit was held in 

Vancouver, BC, Canada on April 10 – 13, 2014.  My presentations entitled “Engaging Children Through Arts 

Integration” and “Helping Children Learn to Manage Conflict: Exploring Strategies for Positive 

Communication” were presented at Roundtable and Laptop Sessions, respectively.  Through attendance and 

presentations, I wanted the opportunity to get to know ACEI – the organizational structure, their philosophy, 

and members as Arkansas Tech University is transitioning to ACEI as our accrediting association.  

 

C. Brief Review 

  My increased responsibilities as a reviewer of scholarly publications, a member of both the Association 

of Teacher Educators (ATE) Planning and Credential Committees, and a reviewer of Early Childhood Programs 

for the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) require me to remain abreast of 

current trends in education and the expectations of national and international university Teacher Education 

Programs.  Additionally, as a newly elected member of ATU’s Curriculum Committee, I feel that my 

attendance will prove beneficial to our university for I have already become active in our own Early Childhood 

Program by assisting in writing Specialized Professional Association (SPA) Reports.  Furthermore, each of my 

presentations served to help keep me well informed about Teacher Education and current initiatives, both on the 

national and international stage. 

 

D. Summary of Experiences 

 The topics discussed at this 2014 Global Summit allow me to effect change in ATU’s current College of 

Education curriculum as our department transitions to a new certification, kindergarten through sixth grade.  As 

time marches on, America is even more rapidly becoming a true “Salad Bowl” with K-12 students from many 

diverse cultures – each with distinct needs and wants.  Thus, upon reflection, I feel that my attendance at the 

ACEI Global Summit vastly increased my global awareness, pedagogical knowledge and professional skills, 
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and will significantly contribute to my becoming a more effective faculty member, reviewer of journal articles, 

program reviewer, mentor and disseminator of information. My increased global awareness will allow me to 

strengthen ATU’s Education Department, all the while expanding my students’ knowledge of teaching 

strategies and increasing their level of professional and pedagogical knowledge, learning how to teach within a 

diverse culture – ultimately facilitating my ability to have a positive impact on students within the Curriculum 

and Instruction Department. 

 

E. Conclusion 

  The theme of the summit, “Voices, Vision, and Visibility” proved to be representative of the sessions, 

associations and experiences that supported the conference. One of the highlights of the Summit was 

participating in a ceremony celebrating “The Ten Pillars of a Good Childhood” created for “The Decade of The 

Child” (2012 – 2022).  As always, when attending conferences, I attend with a broad purpose: first, seeking new 

information to enhance ATU’s Teacher Educator Program and; second, striving to increase my level of 

professional involvement within the international academic community.  In closing, I feel that my attendance 

provided me with tools to keep ATU’s education curriculum abreast of current initiatives and implementable 

technology enhancements and to maintain parity between ATU’s programs and those of other universities – 

both nationally and internationally.   
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