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B. Restatement of Professional Enhancement Opportunity

The Association of Childhood Education International (ACEI) 2014 Global Summit was held in
Vancouver, BC, Canada on April 10 — 13, 2014. My presentations entitled “Engaging Children Through Arts
Integration” and “Helping Children Learn to Manage Conflict: Exploring Strategies for Positive
Communication” were presented at Roundtable and Laptop Sessions, respectively. Through attendance and
presentations, | wanted the opportunity to get to know ACEI - the organizational structure, their philosophy,

and members as Arkansas Tech University is transitioning to ACEI as our accrediting association.

C. Brief Review

My increased responsibilities as a reviewer of scholarly publications, a member of both the Association
of Teacher Educators (ATE) Planning and Credential Committees, and a reviewer of Early Childhood Programs
for the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEY C) require me to remain abreast of
current trends in education and the expectations of national and international university Teacher Education
Programs. Additionally, as a newly elected member of ATU’s Curriculum Committee, | feel that my
attendance will prove beneficial to our university for | have already become active in our own Early Childhood
Program by assisting in writing Specialized Professional Association (SPA) Reports. Furthermore, each of my
presentations served to help keep me well informed about Teacher Education and current initiatives, both on the

national and international stage.

D. Summary of Experiences

The topics discussed at this 2014 Global Summit allow me to effect change in ATU’s current College of
Education curriculum as our department transitions to a new certification, kindergarten through sixth grade. As
time marches on, America is even more rapidly becoming a true “Salad Bowl” with K-12 students from many
diverse cultures — each with distinct needs and wants. Thus, upon reflection, | feel that my attendance at the

ACEI Global Summit vastly increased my global awareness, pedagogical knowledge and professional skills,
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and will significantly contribute to my becoming a more effective faculty member, reviewer of journal articles,
program reviewer, mentor and disseminator of information. My increased global awareness will allow me to
strengthen ATU’s Education Department, all the while expanding my students’ knowledge of teaching
strategies and increasing their level of professional and pedagogical knowledge, learning how to teach within a
diverse culture — ultimately facilitating my ability to have a positive impact on students within the Curriculum

and Instruction Department.

E. Conclusion

The theme of the summit, “Voices, Vision, and Visibility” proved to be representative of the sessions,
associations and experiences that supported the conference. One of the highlights of the Summit was
participating in a ceremony celebrating “The Ten Pillars of a Good Childhood” created for “The Decade of The
Child” (2012 — 2022). As always, when attending conferences, | attend with a broad purpose: first, seeking new
information to enhance ATU’s Teacher Educator Program and; second, striving to increase my level of
professional involvement within the international academic community. In closing, | feel that my attendance
provided me with tools to keep ATU’s education curriculum abreast of current initiatives and implementable
technology enhancements and to maintain parity between ATU’s programs and those of other universities —

both nationally and internationally.
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Program Session Page

Friday

11 April

3:45-5:45 pm knowledge expo

ROUNDTABLES

Port of Vancouver - 2nd Level
Harbourside Ballroom I

4, Constructivist Approaches to Learning

Whaaels in Motion: Inquiry, Learning Cycle, and
Engineering Processas With Young Children

Shetly Cowngel, University of femghis

Fallcio Peat, Chilfren’ Wuseum of Memphis

The University of Memphis ECED program and the
Children's Museurn of Memphis have tearned up ta
create preservice experiences for EC majors and early
STEM laarning for low-income diverse young childnen
lages 65,

Reaching Al Young Learners Through Ingquiry
Melizso McDamald, infernmtional Schood of the Stack-
halm Regisn

How do we develop thinking skills in stedents to
allerw them to be lifelong learners? This interactive
session will foous on using inguiry-based activities
and thinking routines to promate students’ thinking
and understanding.

Engaging Children Through Arts Integration
Stephanie Pagper, Arkarse Teeh Lniversity

Creating an environmant for axprassion through the
arts opens avenues for learning that ane engaging,
challenging. and unigue. Participants will be exposed
to warious methods for integrating the arts into the
early childhood eurricuburn.

Creating Futures With Children and Youth: The
Critical Possibilities of a Vygotskian Approach
Jenaifer A, Vadebancoews, The Uiniversity of British
Coahambsia

The framework created by aarly 30th cemtury Russian
educator and psychalagist Lev 5. Vygotsky enables

a view of leaming and teaching that is nothing less
than the creation of possible futures with children.

‘Wonder-Full Education

Arnabeiia Cant, Capilane Laiversity and Simon Fraser
Linnersiry

Thie ability to feed, see, and provoke wonder should be
one of the main didactic competencies of earhy child-
hood educators. Awareness of this pedagogical powesr
Is imperative.

“Education should no longer be mostly imparting knowledge,
but must take a new path, seeking the release of human potentials.”
—Maria Montessori

Global Surnmit on Childhood 2014 )
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3:45-5:45 pm knowledge expo

l Friday
11 April

LAPTOPS

L1, Issues and Recommandations in Teaching Young
Gender Different Children

Faire Mack, Jufle Chlebe, Grand Wialey State Liniversity
This préesentalion meyiews isges sboul lesd g yaurng
gender different childeen and indudes 25 recommenda-
ticns for teaching the cender variant child

L2. Heliping Children Learn to Manage Conflict:
Explering Strategles for Positive Communication
Stephanie Pepper Arkansas Tech Unkeersily

Creating an envisonment for pasitive interactions between
children can b & unigue chalienge, Participarts will be
exposed o various methads far belping childeen devslop
strategies for conflict resclution,

L3, Basic Education for Underprivileged Children ina
Marginalized Ervironmant

Komolofe Adefunke, Manuel MofEoie, Unainenily of Laged

The presentation will focus on how to brdge the educatian
gap experienced by differant school-age chikdren as they
speak with one woice an the issue of universal basic educa-
tice for all children.

L4, Community in Action: $haring the Power in Books
Suize Githert, Middle Tennessad Stare Unhavsiny

Rnhfse Sniliy Hevling Hranch Inferanrioeal

Participating In service projects is a powerful toal for
connecting children with their community, locally and
around the globe. This presentation outlines the service
project axparienoe of 2 small Tennessee school's boak fair
for childnen in Haiti

L5, Cormarstons Learning Community:

A Private School With & Public Missien

Eirohrth Frovel, Comerstone Leaming Community

A presentation abaut Comentone Leaming Community
affers attendess s snapshat of & schagl dedicated 1o gisirsg
chilidren @ woloe in their classroom and global community.
This §e55iom pramises te inspie bath pragmatic and wision-
ary discussions.

Harbourside Ballroom & Foyer - 2nd Level

L6 Lugandan Vokces Made Visible Through Pedagogical
Narrations

Kathleen Brce, Diang Sewart, Alanma Simpson, Katke Walsh,
Dighas Colege

Shudents and fscubty fram Cougles College Early Chid-
hood Education Faculty will present, throwqh the use of
pedagogical naratians, the stories of childeen from theie
practioum placements in Masaks and Kampals, Uganda.

L7. Global Children's Vision: Empowering Children With
Life Tools to Embrace Their Future

Janef A, Gardan Callege

Global Childeen's Vision program oonrescts Tamilies that ane
Iiving apart from ezch other. The organization is commit-
texd 1o beeping Bamilies with “left behind children® (LBC] in
order to increase resilence and charce of future sucoess.

LB Explaring Mathods of Implamerting the Project
Approachs Six Young Children's Teachers’ Experiences ®
¥ i Lin, Shig-Yi Shiow, Chang Gung Liniversity of Scimnoe
and Techmakgy

Lim Mioove, Tewas Woman's Linfversity

Li-Fan {Amne) dang, Tou-Ch Linfvarsity

This gualitative research shared teaching experiences in
the Project fipproach by inberviewing six young children’s
tearhaes in Taisan The findings seplomad the procasses of
helping children wark on their projects.

L9 Laying the Foundations for Literacy in bnfants,
Toddlers, and Preschoolers: A Multimedia Knowledge
Maobllization Project

Do Wioaws, D, Erie fockinarn basnitule of Chikd Shucy Univer-
sity off Toromtn

This kncedeckge mabilization project has developsed a
powerful, fres, evidence-informed online esource
demonstrating with videas, commeentaries, and text how to
Laarch infants, todellers, and prosc hasalers onto & trajectany
for sucoess in literacy.

(2014 Global Summit on Childhood
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